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November 22, 2003

L.S. Citizenship & Immugration Service
Texas Service Center

Reference: Gunter Richard Thiede

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written in support of the P-1 visa petition filed by Fiint Meadow Equestrian Center, LLC
on behalf of Gunter Thizde.

I have served on committezs for both the USAE and USET for many vears. | zn: currently co-vise chair
for the Dressage Committee for the USAE. Additionaliy 1am an FEI ratec judge. This position allows me
to travel around the world and view firsc hand the top competitors and horses. Because only a select few
riders can compete in dressage competition on an international scale, those who rise 1o the upper leve! in
this area of equestrian sport are ‘ruly among the top ecuestrian athletes in the world.

Through my many national and intermational experiences, | have known Gunter Thiede for many vears,
Based on his accomplishments in Intarmationai Dressage Com petitions in Europe, | belisve thathe is a
world-class equestrian competitor. As such, Mr. Thiede would be an asset 10 any dressage training facilicy.
His ability to train and show drassage horses in intemational competition, coupled witk: his drive for
success in the sport will enhance the winning reputation and international achievemen: of any facility
presented with the opportunity to employ nim.

Pi=ase do not hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns.




DOROTHY MORKIS
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MNovermber 4, 2003
S igunigrasion ang Nawralizatior Service
Refersrce: Gunter Richard Thiede

To Whom It May Concarn

| have beer a member of the United Srazes Equestrian Team for many years. | wis a bronze 1rmedallist
for United States dressage team in the {976 Olympics, and have ridden for the United States in many
internaticonas cornpetitions.  This position allows me w wave! sround the world and view first hand the top

competitors and horses. As dressage cvents become more popular, the compatitions 1equire that the riders
and their horses must have the top level of correct raining

Throuzh miy many national and internatjons. experiences, [ have known Gunter Thicdz for
approximately ten ycars. He is az ¢xceilent horse tawner as well as an outstanding compeuter ard
instructor. He has competed =t successfully 3t Grand Prix n interostional competitions and ‘would be &
great eddition o any horse raming facility. Mr, Thiede is abie to provide a high level of dressage oalning
for hurses and riders that is not readlly available in the United Siates.

[ have instructed at Flint Meadow Equeswian Center  The center has *-n%ﬂ:md horses and riders i:-l.:ll
lacks me consisteney of en on site instructor/uzainer. The students would advance much more quickly md .
with correct training having Mr. Thisde as the resident insmuctor. This would aﬂc}w.:htr_n 'ﬂ f‘ﬁ CCIpeLiLYe
at top competitions. This will be much more difficult if iy must depend on penodic clinizians.
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Referance: Guenter Richard Thuede
To Whom [ May Concerm:

This letter is written in support of the P-1 visa petition filed by Flnt

Meadows Equestrian Center L1C or. benalf of Guenter Thiece.

| am a member of the German Olympic Federauon. 1 have been 3

Federalion Member since 1992 I oy capacity as OSF-manager,

| arn farmiliar with the sport of dressage, and the ngors of wraining reguired
1o gain acclaim in the spoil. Because on.v a select few riders can compzle

- in dressage competition on an intermational scale, those who rise {0 the

upper level in this area of squestrian sport are wruiy amoag the top
sguestrian athlietes in the world.

Based on Mr. Thiede's accemplishmenis in Intemational Dressage
Competitions in Ecrope, I believe that he is a world-class equesinan
competitor. As such, Mr. Thiede would be an asset to any dressage
rraining facility. His ability 0 ran and show dressage horses in nier-
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national competition, coupled with hus drive Ut suscess n the spult sy |
will enhance the winning reputation and ‘ntemat.onal aci:evemert of any M\
facility presented with the opporturity 1o empioy . El
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Please do not hesitate to contact me with queslions or Concems.
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Fsrderer des Olympiostifzpunktes Mecgdeburg/Halle
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- U.S. Equestrian _
National Equestrian Federation of the United States
047 Iron Works Parkway, Lexingten, KY 40i;

8483 Tel: (855) 258-2472 Fax: (859) 231-6562 Warw.equestrian, org

December 23, 2003

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services

RE: Advisery Opinion for Mr. Gunter Richard Thiede

Dear Examiner,

[ am writing to you as the Assistant Executive Director, of USA Equestrian, the Mational
Faderation and Nat:onal Governing Body for equastnan sports in the United States. This
Federation acts as the regulatory body for the international 2nd Olympic equestnan disciplines
(Combined Driving, Dressage, Eventing, Show Jumping, Endurance, Reining, and Vaulting) as
well as 18 other breeds and disciplines, and in that regard, it sanctions approximately 2900 4
equestrian competitions annually, and educates and licenses all of the judges, technical delegates,
and stewards who officiate at these comperitions. As the largest multi-breed organization in the
U.S.. the Federation has more than 80,000 members. The Federation 15 also affiliated with the
Federatior: Equestre International (FEI), the international governing body for equestraan sports
and the United Stztes Olympic Commitiee (USOC).

iliar wi isciplin2 2 iewed Mr, Thiede's submission
Iam farniliar with the disciplin2 of Dressage and have review
and s“u?;urﬁng documentation. Mz, Thiede is an internahonally known and respected dressage
rider and trainer at the highest leve. of the sport. 2 position whick requires 2 high lavl;l of -
:-xp;riunr:e and taient. His expertise wiil be an asset o the sgasstrizn community in this county.

Based upon i ' iedie. it is our opinion that Mz. Thiede meets the
materizl presented by Mr. Thiede, 1t 15 OUT Opin:on |

tandards :-ft:i:aﬁnctiﬂn igr:quesn-ian sport sufficient to qualify for the P-1 Vise. Ttlm;:t;qur:l ::f-::r

:mve no objection to the granting of this petiton. Piease be advised that thereisno l2

squestrian sports professionals in the United States.

Besi€geids,

v Frank _
Agsistant Executive Director
International
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Mirtenwald, Nov, 24, 2002
Ref: Gunter Richard Thiede Mitzen

Te Whom [t May Concern:

[ am an Official Internarional Judge of the Feration Equestre Int:e:matinnal and was
for many years Chef d' Equipe of the German gold medal team,the 2002 _Wcr!ﬂ -
Championship in Jerez Spain inciuded. 1 also travel arcund tl:}le world 1o ;ud+gf:

the top competitors and horses in the highest competitions , like the Olvmpic Cames
1992 in Barcelona and 1996 1n Atlanta.

As dressage events become more and more popular the competitions require that the
riders and their horses must have ihe top leve!l of correct traiming.

Through my many national and internationat experiences, I have known Gunter Thiede
for many years He is an excellent horse trainer as wall as an outstanding competitor and
instructor. He has competed successfully a: highesi level international competitions

and would be a great addition to anv horse training racility

Mr. Thiede is able 10 provide a high standard of dressage training for horses and riders
that 18 not readily avaiiable in the United Statss.
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Uwe Mechlem
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